


maintenance and dilapidations, especially on vehicles. Some people have IQT-'IFH as It tells & Sory. A young j';!l'!ﬂl. !
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held on to their donations as a precaution against any covid effects, others | with thelr menter (in this case oor fong :

have chosen to prioritise other areas of work with covid. This has been a Ft":::{fﬂ;: mﬂ% ;“;:’;:
disappointment to us as we haven't had a single day off of working with our | cradled in thetr hands. As someone once i
vulnerable children, we even had a bit of action on Christmas itself and be- | sass “persick™. i

cause many schools closed their doors to our children we had even more == =rmrmimimi o=
than normal. I mention this so that if you are one of the many who did maintain their giving you might realise how
very much we appreciated your support. | didn't think it possible that we could be more grateful than we nonmally
are but apparently that is one of the side effects of the pandemic!

Despite this gloom our accounts, for the year will not look unhealthy at first glance as with thanks to the BAND
Trust, several other funders and some generous individuals we have reached our target to pay for the building of a
new facility here at our Rural Centre. These funds are of course allocated and cannot be used for running expenses
but by the time we write another one of these reports we will be in residence of a wonderful new facility—more
news on this subject later.

I commend this “End of Term’ report to the reader as a brief glimpse of some of the work the staff and volunteers
have done during this very unusual year. We have experi-

enced a huge increase in referrals and yet have continued to 7
support and helo these children who have needed a second 44




‘_H T_— T

, T T el T m'u-ll'"““ - - “mlv‘f."“u“ T e W e H.""“E R A R L

to thank him as he raised the magnificent sum of £5,600... Ride strong Olliel

Fishing for Success!

We have featured our fishing and angling activities in these &
first few pages because we have found the activity to be so
beneficial to our young people. For many of them the feel-
ing of success is completely unknown. They may come
from a dysfunctional family or a poverty stricken back- g,

ground. Many don't attend school full time, if at all in some
cases. They have been excluded from 2 or sometimes 3 ST
schools. Their lack of education means they don't read or

write too well, if at all. It's likely that quite a few have been
in trouble with the law, some are ‘looked after' children
with foster carers or in a chil-!Catching o fish can change
dren’s home. None of these EIE"I.I‘I'H ho matlel Who Yol ale, i
the best foundations for huﬂdmg.ﬂl what your clicumstances |

a future life on. :“I“'_ N _ i
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| Our ‘Firnlsh' Lahd Rovel has sat, sadly, Inour :
I a
. slole |h Hampehire gatheXlng dust for almost :

The Creative Arts and Cultural Centre | 2 eals now.

The lockdowns and continued staffing problems within schools has meant we are still frustratingly
waiting on things to improve. Despite having gained sponsorship of a salary for 3 years we have
still to find a suitable candidate for the post. Our Portemouth centre is currently underised as we
ship many of the Portsmouth youngsters out to our rural centre in Titchfield. Portsmouth City Coun-
cil are not encouraging us to work with their children as you will see elsewhere in this news letter!

Portsmouth City Council Bites The Hand That Feeds It!

We work with about 14 different local authorities around the country and of all of those we find our
very own Portsmouth City Council to be the least sympathetic and helpful of them all. They have
closed our main wvehicular access route off to our centre with a rather bizarre criteria of irnproving
city health by making people walk! In so doing they have shut off the only street level entrance we
have to our building for anything other than pedestrians.
These things we could live with but they have now decided to . 1
withdraw their discretionary relief for our council tax on our \ |
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March dinner at The House of Lords this year were
blown out of the water when the Christmas/New Year
lockdown was announced by the government. We held
on to the hope that we might have had an autumn date
but even that was eventually scuppered as Covid infec-
tion rates continued to expand and catering in num-
bers became impossible - so alas for the first time in 26
years we were unable to hold this annual event. The
good news however is that we have booked the Friday
18th March for next year and Covid and God willing
we shall meet again for another memorable evening to
raise much needed finance for our young people work.

Fund Raising in 2021

As we predicted last year, this year has been the problem year.
4 'Du:ing the initial period of lockdown in 2020 we had access to gov-

& ermment grants and local authorities (but not Portsmouth City
Council who refused our applications). This made up for the short-
jih.if lfall in individual donations and for the normally supporting trust
i "':". R fum!.s that sl:rangely duected their grnng to mher pandenuc relat-




: Thanks to Wawve 105, the local 1adio stations Christrmas Appeal, !
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Social and Emotional Education ...

Many of our children will leave school without any meaningful qualification (indeed that is if they
went to school at all). This is not to say that most of them lack any intelligence, far from it. So we aim
to teach them or help them discover qualities that will make them highly employable. Social skills are
top of the list, work ethic is high too and generally a realisation that being a nice person can have its
rewards and get you noticed. This is not easy and we have to get inside their heads and win their con-

fidence to do this. A lot of this can be done in social and leisure activities. Don’'t confuse this with the
old chestnut of rewarding bad behaviour... our

- Here are a few activities we have repeated
throughout the year.
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i Skateboards and scooters are very popular just now - |
' and great exercise too! :
'
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Other Activities include...




«  Fishing Tackle

« Camping Gear

. Old roadworthy cars and mopeds (for the older youngsters to get on the road)

«  Auction items for The House of Lords

«  Week day volunteers for fishing and other activities - when we are not locked down.
. Mountain Bikes

. Fibreglass, clear and metal corrugated roofing sheets

. Your time to Taxi children around Portsmouth, Southampton to West London areas.
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i Our Lakes: Wetlands and Mill Pond
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