
END OF TERM REPORT!  

2023 

An Account Of Some Activities During The Year 



Its That Time Of Year Again ð Hello to all 

who have helped...  

It hardly seems a year since I was asked to write a forward or welcome to our 

óEnd of Term Reportô but here we are reaching the end of 2023. I must be getting 

old for just as the police get younger so the time seems to fly even faster!  

 

We have had an eventful year, the political atmosphere has been charged with  

uncertainty. Wars in Ukraine and Israel and much media attention to the cost of 

living and the rising need for food banks. These things have affected us as you 

might expect by yet another fall in income. However we are also able to report  

that we have increased the provisions we provide to try and counter the ever     

spiralling number of referrals that the conditions of our economy and society are 

creating. 

 

I am delighted to report that we have resumed using our facilities in Finland     

despite the exorbitant air fares, which has meant a drastic cut in our intentions for 

the place. The biggest news will be reported elsewhere in this report but it is with 

great pleasure and enthusiasm that I can report that the building of our new facili-

ty here (we have decided to call it our ófishing lodgeô) at our Rural Centre is now 

more than underway.  As I write the building is fully water tight.  Cladding, roof-

ing and double glazing are all in and we are progressing fast now with the inside. There will be a grand opening at 

some time this coming year, hopefully sooner rather than later. 

 

Many of you will know that a significant portion of our referrals come from schools and social workers because the 

children they are responsible for are not attending school.  Despite the best efforts of all concerned many of the 

children are not getting access to a proper education. It has become clear to us over the past 5 years and not wholly 

because of lockdowns that it is now a commonly held belief by very many of the children that school is an 

óoptionô! This has led to many, many children having none to about 2 hours a week of tuition. Our óback to schoolô 

scheme is in overdrive  and our work experience and training for the 16 and 17 year olds who have escaped the 

system is working flat out. 

 

As a teacher myself I find it a sad fact that some of our children left the education system in September this year  

with less knowledge and life skills than their counterparts of, say 1976! 

 

We are however, with your support, doing as much as we can about these things. 

 

  ..changing the worldé one child at a time 

 

 

 

Doug Hulme  

Chief Executive  

December 2023  

 

The Fishing Lodge...   
Perhaps the biggest and most significant thing of this year 
has been the building of our new ófishing lodgeô at the 
bottom of our nursery site. Most readers of this bulletin 
will know we set off on this project 3 or more years ago 
but because of fundraising, then intransigence of the local 
planning department, then lockdowns it has taken all of 
this time to get round to actually building the thing!           
Continued overleaf ... 
We still haven't finished as we only started in earnest in 
late September but as you will see from the photographs 
the outside is substantially completed; only the porch and 

Cover Picture... Beginning of  the 

year saw a cold start and our lakes 

frozen over. Mark Hodnett, our Assis-

tant Site Manager, demonstrates why 

there was no fishing at the time on 

our wetlands 

Concrete base laid ñsite meeting to de-

cide where these bricks go! Warren, 

Doug, Mark and Callum.  



veranda to add. The building is now weatherproof and perfectly dry inside. As I type we are now working on 
the plumbing inside and the second fit electrics will take place probably before you read thisé We are getting 
there! It will make such a difference to the way we work. It will extend the use of the site during the winter 
when we have traditionally been so hampered and limited by inclement weather. The showers and toilets will 
extend the educational facilities in limitless ways and when we are camping and doing outdoor activities in the 
summer it will also come into its own. It is transformational. There are many people and organisations that we 
need to thank for this development. From providing finance to giving practical assistance with building there 
are many to thank. We commit the cardinal sin of mentioning some and not everyone in this, for which we are 
sorry - if we donôt mention you, it is no indication of the level  of appreciation we hold for you. The lions share 
of financing the project has been met by The BAND Trust and we thank our very good friends Nicholas and 
Lavinia Wallop for their unfailing belief in this project. Alastair Leslie, The Bernard Sunley Foundation and 
many who gave us unrestricted funds for which we used some towards this. Southern Timber Frame Ltd,  Mar-
ley Tiles, Borderland Fencing Ltd, B&Q,              Spiral Carpentry Ltd and all the volunteers who have pitched 
in with practical building skills and labour. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roof Up, Tiles going On  

  The Front - Facing The Nature Reserve, 

Porch yet to come.  
Inside cladding complete. Floor insulation going 

down. Next is the pipework for the underfloor heating.  

Wall cladding complete. Roof tiles in place.  Double 

glazing installed. Gable end finished.  

                         Bricks Laid, Walls Going Up  



 
Cooking in our kitchen, learning 

life skills.  

Donated Christmas presents, enough for 

birthdays too ñ thankyou everyone!  
A second replacement bus to com-

pliment ôRubyõs Busõ ...thank you   

Jan Dye.  

Revamped, restocked and tidied ôMud 

Kitchenõ in our early years Seedlings 

facility  


