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Welcome to our ôend of termõ  

Report...  
I am so pleased to welcome you to our latest óend of term report'. This year has 

proved interesting for us. While we have seen 3 Prime Ministers come and go 

and the cost of living sky rocket we have maintained a steady ship here. Glad to 

see the back of the lockdowns we forged ahead and had a great summer of activ-

ities in the scorching heat of the UKôs record breaking heatwave. I am so 

pleased we finally recommenced our residentials at our cottage in Finland, we 

have missed the place during Covid restrictions. It had to be a limited use this 

year because the price of air tickets has rocketed. This seems to be a feature for 

everything at the moment. With food and energy prices soaring  our families are 

often amongst the most impoverished to start with so you can imagine some of 

the challenges we have faced in the latter half of this year and donôt expect it to 

get better for 2023 either. 

 

I need to thank  all of the people who have supported either financially or 

practically  (and indeed often both) throughout this year. As always it goes 

without saying we would do very little without your help and support. 

 

The financial situation of the country has meant supporters have prudently looked hard at their expenditures and 

have decided that charitable giving  needs to be approached with caution and subsequently our income has fallen 

towards the end of this year. This is a bit worrying as those very same circumstances appear to be creating more 

need for our services.  However I am glad to say we are weathering the storm and look forward to much progress 

next year. The building and opening of our new fishing lodge facility is the main item on the agenda next year and 

the return to some normality with full use of our facilities both here and in Finland.  

 

Please take a look at some of the activities we have engaged in during the year here in our report.  They give but 

just a flavour of the myriad of activities and barely do justice to the changed lives that we have witnessed during 

this  time. I commend the work of our staff and volunteers to you and can bare testament to the changed lives and 

second chances we have facilitated during this unusual year. 

 

...changing the worldé one child at a time!. 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug Hulme  

Chief Executive  

November 2022  

 

Finland 2022  We are glad to report that after 
almost three years of travel restrictions and lock-

downs we finally opened the cottage up to our 

youngsters again this year. The only draw back 

being that the airfares have increased hugely and 

will limit our future use if they donôt fall back   

to pre-pandemic levels before next summer.        

Because of these difficulties we didn't manage 

any winter trips this year but are planning some 

for February next year when we hope to take the 

Cover Picture. What a scorcher of a sum-

mer we had. Hosepipe bans and 40 de-

gree heat but there was always  one of  

our lakes to plunge into to cool off - a 

welcome relief.  

Camp Fires always feature prominently in 

our residentials  



summer youngsters back to walk where they were swimming this year. Itôs an amazing experi-

ence and a huge education for them to see the sea frozen and to feel minus temperatures in the 

same place they wandered in T shirts and shorts. The amount of personal and social training we 

get through in these weeks is truly life changing for many of our children and leaving their 

phones and computers at home means there is an element of education that possibly doesn't ex-

ist elsewhere in their lives. Amazingly they can make the end of a week here without their 

phones and without needing psychiatric counselling! (we are not sure the same can be said for 

the staff). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiting  at the gate in Helsinki 

Airport for the flight homeé 

most of our children have nev-

er been abroad let alone flown.  

  Arriving back home at Heathrow  

We visited the ôBunkeriõ museum on the 

Russian Border. Timely discussions as the 

Russians did  their worst in Ukraine.  

A Baltic Pike  - Caught right in front of our cottage!  

Back to the classroom in The Maritarium in Kotka to 

learn all about the fish and the environment of The 

Baltic.  



Small Perch on the spinner from 

the River Kymi.  

Eating together gives the staff so many 

opportunities for teaching.  

Breakfast taken on the cottage 

veranda, beside The Baltic  

Our Bees produced  delicious 

honey this year.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby  Williams  Mini  

Bus  é 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We 

are pleased to say we have replaced one of     our 

aged mini buses. There is bitter and sweet in this 

news. Eddie and Ruby Williams have been volun-

teers and supporters of the Charity since the late 

1980õs. Very sadly Eddie lost his beloved Ruby dur-

ing this year. It was requested that instead of flowers 

a donation was made to the Charity in her memory. 

With a top up from Eddie we were able to buy a 

very nice second hand bus. Appropriately we have 

called it òRuby's Busóé   

Thank You Eddie - youõre a STAR                                          

The aquarium in Kotka allows you to duck 

down and come up inside the water of a 

stream so you can  have a ôfishes eye viewõ. 

  continued  over...  

Below is a small group about to go beach fishing 

for the day at Eastney and at Hayling Island in 

ôRubyôs Busõ 

We visited the ôBunkeriõ   

Museum near the cottage.  

A museum from a previous 

attempted annexation by 

the Russians. They say 

history repeats itself!  


