


The End of 2021!
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Our Rural Centre has taken centre stage again this year.
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EThere is something about being in the countryside and expe-

i riencing success, like catching these fish, that has a profound :

' and positive effect on our children.
1



Oliver's Bike Ride

Just after we wrote our last report Oliver Ward an- _——
nounced he was going to cycle 500km - from The
Lake District to his mums house in Southsea for
Christmas Dinner! He invited people to sponsor
him. Covid 19 intervened fi not that Ollie caught it
but the second lockdown hit just before Christmas
and it transpired Portsmouth and Southsea were in
tier 4 early on. Oliver couldn't travel to The Lake
District nor return to Southsea. He came up with a
delightful answer. He did the 500km indoors on an
exercise bike combined with circuits of Portsmouth
on his main bike. David, his father, was able to join
him for some of the ride. Oliver decided to do the
whole thing because his parents jewelry shop couldn't hold their annual fundraiser for the charity.
(See https:/iwww.barbaratipple.co.uk/ ) We are delighted to acknowledge Oliver's great effort and

to thank him as he raised the magnificent sum of £5,600... Ride strong Ollie!

Fishing for Success!

We have featured our fishing and angling activities in these
first few pages because we have found the activity to be so
beneficial to our young people. For many of them the feel-
ing of success is completely unknown. They may come
from a dysfunctional family or a poverty stricken back- |
ground. Many dondt attend s c

o
cases. They have been excluded from 2 or sometimes 3
school s. Their |l ack of educ
write too well, i f at all
in trouble with the | aw, S
with foster carers or in a chil- !catching a fish can change '
drends home. N o0 nligss, n@ ratter twhh wusae, i &
the best foundations for building ior what your circumstances ! EEEES
a future life on.  are. !

In their own minds these children have be-
come failures with corresponding low ex-
pectations of life in general. Catching a fish,
especially a big one, with an accompanying
photo that they can share, is quite literally
life changing for some of them. It is astonish-
ing how quickly they can change their lives
from a success like this and the great thing
about fishing is it does not matter what gen-
der you are, what size or age, how fit (or oth-
erwise) you are - you can experience suc-
cess. Even better from our point of view is
that with various tactics we can artificially
increase the chances of success without the
child knowing or devaluing the experience
that they have achieved something amazing.
People rarely believe us when we say how
fishing can change lives. Sounds trite but it isn't!



https://www.barbaratipple.co.uk/




Finland 2021¢

Sadly, for the second year running, our cottage remained
empty. Even when the travel bans were lifted the conditions
requiring tests and inoculations and stuff made it in practica-
ble to take the children to our beloved cottage in Finland.
However at the beginning of November both The Finnish
and British Governments made changes to travelling and ar-
riving that look like it may be possible to once again resume
visits. We are thinking of taking a single group of 7 -10 boys [}
in February 2022 to experience Finland in the winter! }
Providing climate change allows us we intend to show them
what a Finnish winter looks like; frozen sea and minus tem-
peratures and all the snow they can chuck at each other!
Hopefully next years report will contain many photos of both
winter and summer activities at our cottage. We really hope
So.
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iOur O6Finnishd Land Rover
: store in Hampshire gathering dust for almost

The Creative Arts and Cultural Centre 2 years now.

The lockdowns and continued staffing problems within schools has meant we are still frustratingly
waiting on things to improve. Despite having gained sponsorship of a salary for 3 years we have
still to find a suitable candidate for the post. Our Portsmouth centre is currently underused as we
ship many of the Portsmouth youngsters out to our rural centre in Titchfield. Portsmouth City Coun-
cil are not encouraging us to work with their children as you will see elsewhere in this news letter!

Portsmouth City Council Bites The Hand That Feeds It!

We work with about 14 different local authorities around the country and of all of those we find our
very own Portsmouth City Council to be the least sympathetic and helpful of them all. They have
closed our main vehicular access route off to our centre with a rather bizarre criteria of improving
city health by making people walk! In so doing they have shut off the only street level entrance we
have to our building for anything other than pedestrians.

These things we could live with but they have now decided to

withdraw their discretionary relief for our council tax on our

centre. Many of you know that charities are nationally exempt

80% of their council tax bill and the local authority have the

discretion to allow the further 20% as well. Working as we

have done over the years with hundreds of children in their

catchment area and not charging them a penny for our ser-

vices we thought there would be no problem with them

granting us that discretionary charge. We estimate each child

we work with saves PCC around £50,000 a year. However

over the past 2 3 years they have reduced that discretionary

relief each year to an almost non existent situation. We have

protested the unfairness of this scenario but each time it falls

on deaf ears. As mentioned elsewhere we are experiencing a

shortfall of about a third of our normal income this year so we

wrote to them explaining that we did not have any money and

asking their advice. There response was to say we had to pay

anyway but they would let us pay it in 4 instalments. We were

going to argue the toss on that one but before we could reply

they took us to court and demanded £7,000 plus expenses!



