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Hello!

Wel come to our O6End of Term Report o
vide a glimpse of our activities during the year. Activities which you may

well have made possible by either your practical or financial support. |

view the life of this Charity as a journey, a journey we have now been on for
32 years. With some of you it has been the whole time, with others more re-
cent and if you are reading about us for the first time we invite you to get on
-board and accompany us.

It is inevitable when a journey gets as long as this one that you lose a few on
the way and this year has proved no exception and | write personally later
about a man who inspired me to start this Charity back in 1984 and who has
gone on to greater things this year.

We have tried to spend our limited resources wisely during the year and |

hope this report will demonstrate that. 2017 is going to be one of the most
important ones yet because we need to complete the purchase of our Cover Picture. One of our children plays a
Rural Centre and then set the ¢ o0mpggsapin@k owt itk at Buf Rurkl
portant that we've taken space in this report to look forward to next Centre on The River
years fund raising in the hope someone reading this will be able to re- those days of summer when you were 11?

spond to that need.

For some reason, we know not why, the average referral age has dropped in the last 18 months from 14 to 11
and it has been a joy to work with the younger ones who are not so set and entrenched in their ways. The
problems that bring them to us however get ever more complex and ever more common. Dysfunctional fami-
lies and lack of anyone to set boundaries and give guidance seem to keep us in business and the provision of
positive role models gets ever more important.

Personnel changes have been plenty this year and | am delighted to be surrounded by a young and vibrant
team that are set to fulfil our goals in the coming years but at the same time we have said emotional good
byes to a number of staff who have done sterling service for the Charity and in 2 cases, having now moved to
other jobs, are staying on here as volunteers.

A huge thank you to everyone who has contributed to making this year such a great one.
The journey continues...

Doug Hulme
Chief Executive
November 2016

In The Beginning...

| am sure you are all aware of how many new charities are formed every week in the UK - even | am
startled by the number! Behind each charity there is always a story of inspiration from the founder.

The person who is an amputee starts a charity for prosthetic limbs, the parent who lost their child in

a car crash starts a road safety campaign, the recovered mental health patient trains as a counsellor,
the person who witnessed the decimation of wildlife becomes a conservationist etc etc.

| was working in senior management of a special school for children who had Educational and Be-
havioural Disorders when | started this Charity some 32 years ago. When you work with these chil-
dren not one is ever the same as another, everyone is unique and everyone's problems are different.
This means that you have to be innovative, original, sometimes off the wall in your solutions and ac-
tions. You draw deep on your personal experiences that have built up over the years. You have to be
confident and well rooted in who you are. You endure many set backs and failures so you need to
know for sure why you are doing this work and what you are trying to achieve  fi in short you need
i nspirationée



My inspiration and motivation goes back to

my childhood. Our childhood was idyllic; we
grew up deep in the countryside, with our

own woods, an orchard and many animals. |
spent hundreds of hours being David Crocket

or Robin Hood or some other character that

had crossed my path recently. On occasions

it would get me into trouble such as when the
aging postman on his bike complained to my
parents | was deliberately frightening him by
crashing out of the pathways onto the road in
front of him on my 6Gr
group of us enacted a scene from Robin Hood
when he attacked the Sheriff of Nottingham
from behind trees 0o the local riding school had the Ron Hulme and CEO Doug Hulme. Fathers make such a difference to
temerity to Complain to my dad about it. He took our lives, the absence of one can make even more.

their complaints very seriously and they seemed satisfied ot hey woul dndét have b
seen the wink he gave me as he turned away or he
hed! We were not rich but we | acked nothing. Thi
cision dad took over our finances. Every penny was calculated and we were never in debt, yet he

was also generous, albeit carefully. The point is that | realise that the difference between many of

the children | work with and me is... | had a father. A very good one and a life full of opportunity and
encouragement that he created for me. This is the inspiration behind Second Chance. We want

them to have what my father gave to me; for most that means a second chance at it. | mention this

because at the beginning of this year we lost the man that inspired the Charity, fit and relatively

well to the end he had a great life and was known to many of you, especially those of you who were
children in the Charity back in the 8006s and 900
would pinch a piece of this news letter to make a personal acknowledgment of the role he played in
changing so many | ives. Thanks Dadé You are my i

House of Lords

It is now 2 years since we moved our Annual Dinner and Auction from The House of Commons to
The House of Lords and again this year, on the 11th March, it proved to be a great success. As usual
Baroness Golding was a superb host and everyone had a great time. Auctioneer, our great friend
and supporter Neil Freeman (right), did a superb job and the Charity benefitted by some £20,000.

If you would like to join us in 2017 keep the 17th March free!!




Finland Cool

Minus 10 and plenty of snow, fro-
zen seas and bit
featured in February when we
took parties of children to our
Finnish Cottage near Kotka. We
try and take children that have
experienced the summer back in
the winter to see the contrast.
One year our maximum and mini-
mum Thermometer registered
+30 and 630 degrees Celsius.

The Land Rover is the pulling power.
The vehicle is still going strong from
gifts by The Clothworkers and The
Sutton Bridge Motor Project in 2010
and 2012. 1tds the
the cottage when the snows come.

James, our Head of Youth Work,
takes part in a mechanical toboggan
pull!

Warren Hulme, James Nice and a group of youngsters The view from our cottage as the sea begins to freeze
at the top of the old light house tower in Kotka. Minus over.

10 and very windy!

Finland Hot

In the summer the children swim where in the winter they walked. There are those this year who
visited for the first time in July and August that will be amazed in February when we bring them

back to the same place. Here they learn social and personal skills, they have positive role models,
they learn much geography and biology, they do currency conversions and they learn to converse
with the locals. For many it is a life changing experience. We are grateful to our local volunteers in
Finland, particularly the family Sundqvist and family Kotola along with various other supporting or-
ganisations like Kotka City Council who between them make it a relatively inexpensive exercise to
take the children to such a special |l ocationée



On the Baltic near midnight sunfi what a magical experience for an inner
city youngster from the UK

The temperature was +32 and no air conditioning as our Land
Rover waits in line at Stockholm dockside. Coroline roofing
sheets on the roof rack are ready for a working party on our
bunk house.
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The traditional shot of a group on the steps of the last Tsars fish-
ing lodge, some engaging in less than traditional poses, not to
mention the cracked collar bone in evidence!

DO WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL?

SEND IT TO US ON

charity@second -chance.org.uk

Freshly caught from The River Kymi one
Wednesday afternoon. The smile says it all.

White water rafting on The River Kymi in
August.



: Finland Working
Dates for Your Dlary 2017 10 years ago we built a very special bunk house to
H of L d Friday 17 March sleep 10 children. It had to be very well insulated
. _ " and able to stand up to very strong winds coming
Dever Springs Fishery 8 Wednesday 14 ™ June (|| ot the sea at 60 or 70 miles an hour, put up with a
and Sunday 1st October possible temperature drop down to 830 or more
, ) . and equally not cook the children when it went to
Reception and Naval Review i May 1st plus 30 in the summer. It only has one small win-
Portsmouth TBC dow which cuts down on heat loss but more im-
portantly only lets a little light in when we get mid-
night sun and the children need to go to sleep (oh yes they do)! When you are working so many thou-
sands of mile from home, time is limited so we built the bunkhouse but finished it off with a very tough
tarpaulin, carefully battened down. This we thought would do for a year and then we could finish it off
properl y. Some of you wil/ know how these things
outside off. We clad the walls Finnish style with timber and put a roofing cover on the top. Finances
being tight and time even tighter, we tried to take as much as we could when we drove the vehicle
out for the summer and acquired it as cheaply as we could here in the UK. So it was that Onduline, the
sheet roofing manufacturers , supplied us with exactly the right number of green corrugated Coroline
sheets to make a superb job of the roof. Starki, the local builders merchant, did us a special deal on
the timber and one working party of 7 volunteers later we finally finished our bunk house, | guess you
could say 8 years late!!
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During

Before

The first occupants of the fin-
ished bunk house (minus the
strop that was in a Finnish
forest at the time!!)

Almost Complete




An early season carp caught
from one of our lakes att our Ru-
ral Centre. The sense of achieve-
ment from doing something like
this is amazing and the effect on
a child is often profound. Success
at last.

Another for the album from our
Rural centre

Joint effort this time.

Remember these days?- such enthusiasm!

Luke with a great fish taken from Lodge Pond , Courtesy of
Farnham Angling Society, who give us special access to
their facilities.



