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Raft building exercise at our lakes  

Dads endeavour to show sons how to cook sausages without get-

ting cooked yourself.... Maybe the fire was a tad big on this occa-

sion?!! 

A group get their instructions aboard Malachi  

Another gets a 

drink from the 

well in the middle 

of a harsh Finland 

winter  

Cleaning the rib after returning from the Isle of Wight  

One of the lakes on our nature reserve... Could that be 

the tent that was stolen in the background? We think so  

The House We Will use As A Residential Presence In 

PROJECT TRANSFORMATION 

A Group On Our Cottage Steps, Courtesy Of 

The Balmain Trust 

ENDEND   OF TERM REPORT!OF TERM REPORT!   
20122012  

An Account Of Some Activities During The YearAn Account Of Some Activities During The Year   

Changing The World... One Child At A Time 



Hello!  
Welcome to our òEnd of Term Reportó. Last year when I wrote this intro-

duction I explained that the tradition was to send this out in November but 

we were a little late... Maybe this year I should be saying we have 

changed our tradition because as I write this there is only one day of No-

vember left!  

Thatõs because we have been so very busy, mainly with children and our 

ôback to schoolõ programme. I doubt that many reading this will realise 

what chaos  our systems for looking after young people have descended 

to. We have, it seems, inexorably descended  from an excellent Child 

Centred approach in the 70õs to an abysmal, politically correct, child driv-

en system that ignores the fact that children  have a  need for guidelines, 

clear parameters and thrive on  knowing just where they are and where 

they are going. I wonder if we are witnessing a ôlost generationõ growing 

up? 

 

That aside, we live in exciting times. You will read here about our pur-

chase of our adjoining neighbours at Solent nurseries, our new capital 

appeal to pay for it, the replacement of our  destroyed boat, the use of our Finnish cottage and the continued 

expanded use of our Nature Reserve and Farm.  

 

Thank you for your support during this year. I do hope you are going to be able to continue during 2013 and 

2014 because we are going to need your help even more as we battle against the continued recession and 

strive to complete a capital project at the same time.  

Doug Hulme  

Chief Executive  

November 2012  

 

 

 

 

Finland In The Winter  
 

On the gable end of our cottage in Finland hangs a maximum and minimum thermometer. Itõs fun to 

see what's been happening when we've been away.  We just reset it at the end of November and 

when we did we had a +36 and a ð31 showing! We often say that the summers are Mediterranean 

and the winters Siberian but that really isn't fair because its simply Finnish, 24 hours of sunshine or  6 

hours of daylight! Itõs all great experience for young people who have never left their inner city dis-

trict in the UK. Itõs a great opportunity for social education, learning to live in a group with higher 

standards than they are used to. Coping with the freezing temperatures and forcing tired limbs 

through thick snow is all excellent stuff for these youngsters that come from an impoverished back-

ground. They learn so much about themselves, how the world works and what advantages can be 

gained from co -operation. These experiences can be life changing not least for some of them is 

learning that in nature we have something that they cannot dictate to or even influence... An experi-

ence awaiting them in adult life!!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Beginning of 2012 saw a group of youngsters 

who had been to the cottage the previous sum-

mer in +30 temperatures return to ð30! This is 

education with a capital E!!  

Your Old Fishing Tackle  

Keep it coming please... We can use anything, all the various 

disciplines Fly, Sea, Coarse  - weõll find a good home for it. 

Old Cars  

We have three or four young people every year that we want to 

teach to drive and set them up with a vehicle, usually for work 

purposes. Anyone got a vehicle they could donate for the young 

people?  

Sponsorship In kind  

Maybe your company has products or services we could use? No 

money need exchange hands but the worth to the Charity could be 

considerable. What about items we could auction or raffle off?  We have appropriate functions for items 

from £5 to £50,000... Just a thought. 

 

Phil Continues His Journey...  

Those of you who get our online news bulletins will be familiar with this story, but not the latest chapter.  

In January we ran the story like this...  

Many of you will be familiar with a picture we used often from 2000 until a 

year or two ago and even now still occasionally has an outing. Here it is...  

  

ôThis is Philip McMonegal aged 13. Taken in 2000 on our first ever trip to Fin-

land. He caught this near 20lb pike when we went salmon fishing on the Kymi-

oki. It was as tall as him when it was lifted head to tail!! Philip has been with us 

since he was 8 years old and is now a volunteer with the Charityõ. 

  

 

 

ôPhil came to see us last week (Jan 8) he has a 

new prize catch, a little less than half the size 

of his Finnish Pike weighing just 9lb 30z, we 

took a picture of that too...õ 

  
 

 

Dads & Lads on The River 

Phil & Dylan Jack, Born 1st January 

The Latest ChapterñNovember 24th Phil marries Katie:                                   Doug  was asked to be Best Man!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Report and Account Of Spending  

This was published at the end of October and if anyone would like a copy please just ask us and we 

will post one to you. There is a scanned version available on the Charity Commission website if you 

want something quicker!  

Many of Our Children Live In Poverty  

There are 3.5 million children living in poverty in the UK. It is almost the worst child poverty rate in 

the industrialised world,  successive governments continue to struggle to bring it into line. These 

children and their families are under -represented, under -nourished and often under the radar. Sec-

ond Chance aim to represent some of these and give them a voice and a ôsecond chanceõ. 

Å The proportion of children living in poverty has doubled in the past generation. 

Å The UK has proportionally more children in poverty than almost any of the other rich countries. 

Å In 2008/9, 2.8 million children were living in poverty in 2012 there are 3.5 million 

Å 600,000 children were lifted out of poverty between 1998 and 2008. 

Å This compares with a government target of 850,000 to be lifted out of poverty by 2004 

and 1.7 million by 2010.  

Å In addition to the human cost to families and children of allowing high levels of poverty to 

continue, research estimates that child poverty costs £25 billion each year in costs to  

the Exchequer and reduced GDP.  

A background partition.  

Edward Starr equipment in action. The Sandpit.  

A splendid new kitchen and shop unit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Arrives Early In The UK  
 

UK readers will have to stretch their minds if not imagi-

nations to verify the truth of this headline! Despite one 

of the most abysmal summers many of us can remem-

ber it all started so well. Easter was amongst the 

warmest and driest we can remember. We started our 

ôsummerõ residential courses at our Nature reserve in 

Hampshire earlier than we have ever done and as the 

photos prove, it was warm enough for sun cream and 

swimming in the lakes!!  

 

 

 

Campfires can be lit and sausages and potatoes 

cooked , even in such Arctic conditions!  Ice Hockey on The Baltic Sea (well at least for those  not 

resting on their sledges!  

Clearing the snow off the  frozen sea can be character build-

ing!!  
Standing where 6 months previously we were swimming!  

Warm enough in April to Swim in our Lakes... There 

was a hosepipe ban in effect! Little did we realise 

what was to come!!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mini Bus  

Those who followed the Citroen Mini Bus saga will want to the know the final outcome. Ironically the 

problem was sorted by a combination of Youth Worker and Insurance Company!! After all those 

new engines and gearboxes and clutches and batteries and... Blood, sweat and tears!!... The new 

engine and gearbox propelled the mini bus into the back  of a stationary van at a junction. This we 

cannot blame Citroen for!! The mini bus was declared dead at the scene. The NFU offered us the 

maximum it could for the written off vehicle but Iõm afraid in these  recession hit times we couldn't 

afford to put any money to the equation so the settlement bought us a rather elderly but low mile-

age Vauxhall Movano mini bus. Owned previously by another children's charity who it would ap-

pear had children like ours but not staff like ours as the bus had been more or less destroyed from 

the inside out!  Hardly a panel was left undented and the upholstery was in tatters. We have spent a 

lot of time working on the bus using the children and whilst itõs still not great it is acceptable and it 

journeyed to Finland this year without any of the Citroens previous problems!!  

Land Rover  

Too late to get into the news letter from last year was the arrival of a replacement Land Rover for 

our very bent winter vehicle for the cottage. The original vehicle was supplied by the Cloth Work-

ers back in 2008 but was unfortunately involved in an accident and written off. We were unable to 

replace the vehicle financially  so were delighted 

when a community police officer Ben Harrington 

from Sutton Bridge got in contact with us to say he 

had a team of young people rebuilding a Land Rover 

as part of a community occupation scheme and 

would we like it? The rest as they say is history. If you 

would like to read about the project and the young 

people from Sutton Bridge here is the link:  http://

www.bridgewatch.org.uk/community -initiatives -

4x4.html   It goes without saying we are very grateful 

to The Lincolnshire Criminal justice Board, Lincoln-

shire Constabulary, Pc Ben Harrington, Andy Hunt and  

Stuart Coote the tutors and supervisors of the project, 

all those who supported the work with sponsorships 

and of course most importantly and significantly the youngsters who saw it through to the end and 

put all the ôelbow greaseõ in! We are in the process of transferring all the special equipment off of 

our old land Rover onto the ônewõ one so it is ready for Finland this coming year.  

Easter 2012 

The Fish Obliged  

Warm enough for sun cream and Carp!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School scheme  

This scheme only operates in Portsmouth at the moment but continues to expand throughout the City 

with some 35 youngsters engaged. We had official confirmation during the year that schools cannot 

keep youngsters at school against their will! This means that getting them there isn't enough  any 

more and we are often to be found looking for missing children and then returning them to school!! 

Attendance at school is  by no means certain these days.  We are aware that logic does not apply to 

this!! Political Correctness drags us ever nearer to a precipice that no one knows where it leads to. 

We have a theory that the Education System is managed by a group of people who are more mindful 

of  ôpolitical correctnessõ and such institutions as the ôEuropean Court of Human Rightsõ than they are 

the needs of the child and their responsibility to the child. Financial support is being sought for anoth-

er year to make sure this unique and valuable work continues.  

The Edward Starr Foundation...  

Edward Starr was a well loved and respected musician  who lived in Brighton and when he died a 

year or two back  his family set up the Foundation to carry on his philanthropic nature and ensure a 

little of him continued to affect the world. We were delighted they agreed to support our Nursery by 

supplying some much needed equipment that has enhanced the youngsters learning experiences 

and enjoyment no end...  

We have had many visiting groups during the year from as far away as Italy and Spain to the West 

Midlands and Scotland. One such group here didn't come so very far.... 6th Formers from Portsmouth 

Grammar School!  

Front Cover Photograph. Deep sea fishing 

on board  Malachi out of Chichester Har-

bours, Hayling Island.  

Our Farm and our Nature Reserve have proved a valuable asset to 

our work throughout the year. Here Marina our Italian student who 

was on work placement with us examines our cow  pasture with a 

youngster.  


